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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: setting

• Victorian London in the 1870s. The 

town had a double nature

the respectable West End vs the 

appalling East End slums.

• Jekyll’s house has two façades

the front used by the doctor is attractive, 

part of a square of handsome houses, 

while the rear side, used by Mr Hyde, is 

part of a sinister block of buildings. 

• Most of the scenes takes place at night.



Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: plot

Mr Utterson, a 
respectable 
London lawyer, is a 
friend of the 
brilliant scientist 
Henry Jekyll.

1
The scientist has 
created a potion 
able to release 
his evil side, Mr 
Hyde.

2
These two 
beings are in 
perpetual 
struggle.

3
Hyde achieves 
domination 
over the Jekyll 
aspect.

4
In the end 
Jekyll’s suicide 
is the final and 
only choice.

5



Main theme
The double nature of human beings ➔ Jekyll and Hyde 

are the stereotypes of people who are good and evil.

Jekyll has led a virtuous life ➔

• his face is handsome;

• his hands white;

• his body is large and 

harmonious.

Hyde is pure hate and evil ➔

• his face is pale;

• his hands are dark and 

hairy;

• his body is dwarfish and 

deformed.



Robert Louis Stevenson
(1850-1894)

• Born into a middle-class family 

in Edinburgh in 1850.

• Since his childhood, he 

suffered from tuberculosis and 

spent much of his time in bed.

• He travelled a lot in an 

attempt to improve his health.

• His trips provided him with 

inspiration for his writings.

• He settled in Samoa and died 

there in 1894.

Life



An extract 
from ch.10

Henry Jekyll’s 
Full Statement 

of the Case

Comprehension and analysis

“ It was on the moral side, and in my own person, 
that I learned to recognise the thorough and 
primitive duality of man; I saw that, of the two 
natures that contended in the field of my 
consciousness, even if I could rightly be said to be 
either, it was only because I was radically both; 
and from an early date . . . I had learned to dwell 
with pleasure, as a beloved daydream, on the 
thought of the separation of these elements.”



Indirizzo questionario

https://questba.se/1364-2363-4822

Codice di accesso: 881-414-381

https://questba.se/1364-2363-4822


The film




